
DANEHILL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the public session prior to the Annual Danehill Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 17th May 2023 held at Chelwood Gate Hall at 19.30.
Public Meeting

Present:  Cllrs N. Hogg (NH), M. Beeby(MB), T. Martin (TM), K Allenby (KA), J. Stott (JS), T. Blake (TB), B. Coley (BC) and C. Bowes-Crick (CBC).
Absent: Cllr P. MacBain(PMB) 
Emma Fulham Clerk to Council. 

Members of Public: 1
There were no comments.

County and District Report – This was reported during the main Parish Council Meeting. 
Public Meeting closed 19:40pm

Minutes of the Annual Danehill Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 17th May 2023 held at Chelwood Gate Hall from 19:30 following the public session (19:40)
Parish Council Meeting

Present:  Cllrs N. Hogg (NH), Cllr P. MacBain (PMB), M. Beeby(MB), T. Martin (TM), K Allenby (KA), J. Stott (JS), T. Blake (TB), B. Coley (BC) and C. Bowes-Crick (CBC)
Absent: Cllr P. MacBain(PMB) 
Emma Fulham Clerk to Council. 
Members of Public: 1
1. To elect Chairman for 2023/24

Cllr Martin proposed Cllr Hogg seconded by Cllr Coley and unanimously appointed. 

2. To elect Vice Chair for 2023/24 

Cllr Hogg proposed Cllr Blake seconded by Cllr Martin and unanimously appointed. 

3. To receive signed acceptance of office. 

Duly Received. 

4. To accept apologies and reason for absence.
Cllr MacBain. 

5. To receive Declarations of pecuniary and declarable Interests from members in respect of any matter on the agenda.
The Chair reminded the Council to declare interests when necessary. 
6. To appoint to Committees and representatives to external bodies. 

(i) Planning – TM, TB, KA, NH. 
(ii) Finance – TM, BC, JS, TB and NH. 
(iii) SLR / Highways – MB, CBC, TB. 
(iv) School / Youth – KA and BC. 
(v) SALC -  NH.
(vi) WDALC – TB.
(vii) Ashdown Forest – TM and MB.
(viii) Rights of way and Environment – MB.
(ix) Emergency Planning – KA and CBC. 
(x) Community transport – AM.
(xi) Parish Assets – NH. 
(xii) Burial Ground – PMB.
(xiii) Parish Charity – DB and BC. 
(xiv) Village halls representatives – JS (Chelwood Gate) NH and CBC (Danehill)
(xv) Newsletter and communications – JS.
(xvi) Climate – TB and BC. 

7. To approve the following:

(i) Code of Conduct 

(ii) Standing Orders 

(iii) Financial Regulations

(iv) Policies 

a) Retention of documents 

b) Data protection 

c) Complaints 

d) Health and Safety

e) Email and internet 

f) Correspondence 

g) Pension discretion 

h) Grant Policy 

i) CCTV Policy 

j) Volunteer policy including trees and rights of way. 

All policies and documents listed above were unanimously approved. 

Proposed by Cllr Blake and seconded by Cllr Hogg. 
The Council will review individual documents in more detail during the course of the year. 

(v) Power of General Competence
Part 1 of the Localism Act 2011 applies a general power of competence to local authorities in England.

Section 1 (1) of the Act provides that “a local authority has power to do anything that individuals

generally may do”. The power extends to ‘eligible’ parish councils. Under the Parish Councils (General

Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 (SI 2012/965), an ‘eligible’ parish council is

one in which at least two-thirds of the members have been elected (i.e. not co-opted), and in which the

clerk has completed one of a specified range of training courses.

Recommendations:-

(a) To confirm that Danehill Parish Council has a Clerk with a Certificate in Local Council

Administration including the General Power of Competence and that two thirds of the

Council has been elected.

This was duly agreed by the Council. 
(b). To adopt the Power of General Competence.

The Council adopted the Power of General Competence unanimously. 

8. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 22nd March 2023. 
Unanimously approved as a true record and signed by the Chair. 

9. Matters Arising.
None. 

10. Correspondence. 
The correspondence was noted and there were no actions.

11. Finance 
(i) To approve amended budget 2023/24 – Proposed by Cllr Blake seconded by Cllr Martin and unanimously approved.
(ii) To accept internal audit report – Unanimously approved. 
(iii) To accept bank reconciliation and final accounts 2022/23. 
Unanimously approved. 
(iv) To accept governance statements 2022/23 (AGAR).
Read out by the Chair to the Council and unanimously approved.
(v) To accept accounting statements 2022/23 (AGAR)
Unanimously approved.
(vi) To accept account summary 2023/24.
Unanimously approved.
(vii) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule including regular Direct Debit and Standing Orders.
Expenditure of £9958.61 was duly approved unanimously and the direct debits and standing orders were also unanimously approved and noted. 
12. To receive an update on the memorial wall.
The Clerk read out an update from the insurers solicitor. It was expected that the Council could conclude the claims in the early Summer. 
The Clerk would continue to chase the matter regularly. 
13. To receive update on Cemetery project.
The Clerk confirmed the final mapping process had now been completed. 
A map would be ready for display shortly and final data input would be completed in the summer.
14. To ratify planning decisions and review any recently received planning applications. (For all planning information and recent applications sign up for WDC alerts or visit WDC website) 

Parish Council decisions which were duly ratified by the Parish Council as follows: 
ESCC / WDC CONSULTATION UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2015 – 

Proposal: The erection of a new, low level powder coated steel fence panels, in black, on top of an existing stone wall to increase the overall height of the school's boundary. Replacing existing timber gates and side fence with matching powder coated steel gates and fence panels. 

Location: Danehill C Of E School, School Lane, Danehill, East Sussex, RH17 7JB

The Parish Council supports the application. 

Application No. WD/2023/0645/F 
Location: 1 ORCHARD COTTAGES, LONDON ROAD, DANEHILL, RH17 7HS 

Description: CONVERTING THE DOUBLE GARAGE INTO AN ANNEX, ANCILLARY TO THE MAIN HOUSE.

The Parish Council objects to the application due to the location of the building which is in front of the current building line for the house and without restriction this could be used for high turnover holiday let which would be detrimental to the neighbour’s quiet enjoyment of their property. In addition this proposed new dwelling is within 2 kilometres of the SPA /SAC well within the 7k buffer zone.

Application No. WD/2022/3343/F

Location: 2 EASTCOMBE, STONE QUARRY ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LP 

Description: PROPOSED TWO STOREY SIDE EXTENSION

The Parish Council has no specific objections on the application but has concerns over the hedge and tree works and need further information or specific conditions applied prior to fully supporting the application. 
Premises Licence 
Variation Application 26096 Bluebell Vineyard, Glenmore Farm, Sliders Land, TN22 3RU
Applicant: Bluebell Vineyard Estates Ltd, Bluebell Vineyard, Glenmore Farm, Sliders Land, TN22 3RU 

The Parish Council supports the application but would like continued restrictions in regards to parking, noise and lighting as not to be detrimental to the well being of neighbouring properties.
New Applications received considered and decisions unanimously approved at the meeting as follows: 
Application No. WD/2022/2759/F 
Location: THE FORGE, CHELWOOD COMMON FORGE, TANYARD LANE, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LY Description: CONVERSION OF EXISTING FORGE TO HOLIDAY RENTAL. SINGLE STOREY REAR EXTENSION. NEW ROOF OVER PART OF EXISTING FORGE.
The Parish Council supports the application subject to neighbour’s representations.

Application No. WD/2023/0962/FR 
Location: LONGSTACKS, TANYARD LANE, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LY 
Description: PART RETROSPECTIVE CHANGE OF USE OF EXISTING ANCILLARY RESIDENTIAL BUILDING TO HOLIDAY LETS

The Parish Council supports the application subject to neighbour’s representations.

Application No. WD/2023/1066/F 

Location: PETERS BRAE, CHURCH LANE, DANEHILL, RH17 7EY 

Description: INSTALLATION OF A GROUND MOUNTED SOLAR PV SYSTEM FOR DOMESTIC USE WITH 30 SOLAR PANELS PLACED IN TWO ROWS, LOCATED WITHIN THE ADJOINING PADDOCK
The Parish Council supports the installation of solar panels but is concerned over the use of farmland in the AONB and would like to see a visual impact study before considering further. The Council would prefer for the panels to be situated in the large garden area rather than the paddock and if the location was changed as per the planning officer’s advice the application could be supported. 

Application No. WD/2023/1130/FA Location: LAND WEST OF TANYARD LANE, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LY Description: VARIATION OF CONDITION 10 OF WD/2022/1398/RM (APPEARANCE, LAYOUT AND SCALE PURSUANT TO OUTLINE APPLICATION WD/2020/0348/O (ERECTION OF 4 NO. DWELLINGS, PROVISION OF NEW VEHICULAR ACCESSES, LANDSCAPING AND OTHER ASSOCIATED INFRASTRUCTURE)) TO IMPROVE AND RATIONALIS THE DESIGN.
The Parish Council objects to the application. The mass of the proposed structures has increased – the building mass was one of the reasons for a previous refusal. The style of building construction is very modern developers box, the materials chosen do not even nod to the local vernacular. Fencing is inappropriate in this area and it should be a condition that the existing trees & hedging are retained and protection is given to the sites biodiversity.
WDC Decisions:

Application No. WD/2023/0013/F DEMOLITION OF AN EXISTING TEACHING BLOCK AND THE CONSTRUCTION OF A REPLACEMENT TEACHING BLOCK CUMNOR HOUSE SCHOOL, LONDON ROAD, DANEHILL, RH17 7HT – APPROVED 
Application No. WD/2023/0619/FA VARIATION OF CONDITION 2 OF WD/2020/0318/F (PROPOSED GARAGE CONVERSION TO ANNEXE) ADD HOLIDAY LETTING USE LONGSTACKS, TANYARD LANE, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LY – WITHDRAWN 
Application No. WD/2022/3258/FR PART RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION FOR A REPLACEMENT DWELLING AND CONSTRUCTION OF RAISED TERRACE TO THE REAR THE BUNGALOW, ENHOLMS LANE, DANEHILL, RH17 7HA – APPROVED 
Application No. WD/2022/1720/F ERECTION OF SINGLE STORY GARAGE BUIDLING, AMENDED DRIVEWAY ROUTE, INSTALLTION OF BELOW-GROUND SWIMMING POOL AND SITE WIDE LANDSCAPING. MILL LANE BARN, SHEFFIELD MILL LANE, FURNERS GREEN, TN22 3RN – APPROVED 

Application No. WD/2023/0468/F PROPOSED TWO STOREY SIDE & SINGLE STOREY REAR EXTENSION, PORCH & DOMESTIC HEATING OIL STORAGE TANK. ACORN COTTAGE, BIRCH GROVE, DANEHILL, RH17 7DH – APPROVED 
Application No. WD/2023/0535/F PROPOSED REAR EXTENSION. CASTERBRIDGE, BEACONSFIELD ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LF – APPROVED
Application No. WD/2023/0548/F THE PROVISION OF 3 NO. STABLES, HAY BARN AND FEED ROOM FOR PRIVATE USE. CHANGE OF LAND USE FROM ASSUMED AGRICULTURAL TO EQUESTRIAN. LAND TO SOUTH OF THE AGGONS, SOUTH EAST OF JUNCTION OF TANYARD LANE AND COACH LANE, DANEHILL. APPROXIMATE POSTCODE, RH17 7JN – APPROVED 

Application No. WD/2023/0441/F INSTALLATION OF 15 GROUND MOUNTED SOLAR PANELS FOR OWN USE ONLY BARN FARM HOUSE, MILLBROOK HILL, NUTLEY, UCKFIELD, TN22 3HP – APPROVED 
15. Councillor Reports. 
The meeting was suspended to allow a report from Cllr Roy Galley East Sussex County Council.

He reported on his re-election on his appointment as Vice Chair to the County Council. 

He reported on the challenge to the pension fund to reject fossil fuel investments. This was not successful. 

He was touring the area with the Leader of the Council next week with a view to highlight the issue of local road condition in this part of East Sussex. 

Cllr Christina Coleman Wealden District Council had sent her apologies. 

The meeting recommenced. 

The fun run signs were up now and the entries were coming in. Cllr Allenby highlighted the event and requested a donation of £100. This donation was unanimously approved. 

16. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.
Memorial garden budget. 

Wobble testing Cemetery safety.
Cemetery plan update. 
Wild Flower Meadow. 

17. Next meeting : 14th June 2023 at 7:30pm.
Meeting closed 8:40pm

