DANEHILL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Danehill Parish Council Meeting held on Tuesday 4th November 2025 held at Chelwood Gate Village Hall at 7:30pm

Present:  Cllr N. Hogg (NH) (Chair), Cllr C. Bowes-Crick (CBC), Cllr T. Martin (TM), Cllr L. Chessun (LC), Cllr A. Ceschin (AS) and Cllr T. Blake (TB).
Absent: Cllr A. Ammon (AA) and Cllr J Stott (JS).
In attendance: Emma Fulham Clerk to Council. 

Members of Public: Four members of the public were in attendance. In attendance was District Cllr Coleman and County Cllr Galley. 
85. Accept apologies and reason for absence.
Cllr A. Ammon (AA) and Cllr J Stott (JS).
86. To receive Declarations of pecuniary and declarable Interests from members in respect of any matter on the agenda.

The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary.
87. To receive reports from District and County Councillors.
County Report – Cllr Galley’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting.

He also reported on the recent avian flu outbreak. 

Finally he reported some highways improvements he had received from the speedwatch team and he  was meeting with ESCC shortly to review these. 

District Report – Cllr Coleman reported on the disappointing backlash against WDC to the government decision to install an immigration centre at the Crowborough Camp and raised some concerns over MP comments which she thought were unhelpful. Cllr Galley disputed this comment. 
WDC will be holding a public meeting to discuss the proposals on 13th November 2025. She reiterated WDC were not a consultee and had been provided with the information along with ESCC and the Government was the deciding body. 
88. To receive any questions from the public (Maximum 15 Minutes)

There was a brief presentation from a representative from CAGNE. There was a request for funds to donate to their campaign. 
There were no further comments or questions. 

89. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 8th October 2025.
Unanimously approved and signed as a true record. 

90. Matters Arising.
None. 

91. To consider co-option to the Council.
Cllr Hogg proposed Wren Martin and Cllr Blake seconded and Wren Martin was unanimously appointed. 

92. Correspondence. 
 List - The list had been circulated.

The avian flu correspondence was noted. 
The grass cutting option correspondence from ESCC was noted. The Council unanimously resolved to pay for additional cuts in 2026/27 as they have for the last few years and agreed the proposed costs of £826.36.
93. Finance 
(i) To ratify finance minutes - Unanimously ratified.
(ii) To accept account summary 2025/26 – Unanimously resolved as a true record. 

(iii) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule - The Council unanimously resolved to accept the schedule totalling £2755.35.
(iv) To approve bank reconciliation - Duly accepted and signed as a true record.
(v) To approve draft budget and precept request 2026/27. 
Unanimously approved the circulated budget and a 5% increase in the precept for 2026/27.

94. To receive an update on insurance claim. 
This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

95. To receive an update on tennis courts.
This item was deferred to a future meeting. The CLIF grant application was ongoing. 

96. To consider Fingerpost costs.
The Council resolved to instruct JAKK to carry out works totalling £3283.20 this year and £4369.04.
97. To consider policy on Memorial plaques on existing posts
The Council resolved to accept the policy as circulated unchanged. 

98. To consider lighting options for Danehill.
This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

99. To consider memorial hall update and associated costs and plans. 
This item was deferred to a future meeting. 

100. To consider update on village gateways.
This item was progressing but no final timescale was agreed yet as the contractor was liaising with ESCC. 

101. To receive update on emergency plan. 
Cllr Bowes-Cricks reported the plan was summarised to 10 pages now and finalised pending a newsletter request in the Spring for up to date information.
102. To consider website upgrade and associated costs.
The Council considered the upgrade option and resolved to instruct Studio B and approved costs as circulated £2350.00 in addition to annual hosting £1200 and SSL certificate £225. 

103. To consider payroll proposal. 
The Council resolved to accept the outsourcing of Payroll and associated set up costs and ongoing support from Mulberry and Co. 

104. To consider track costs.
The Council resolved to accept the quote from Barcombe Landscapes to reinstall the track near the war memorial at a cost of £7600.00.

105. To ratify planning decisions and review any recently received planning applications. (For all planning information and recent applications sign up for WDC alerts or visit WDC website) 


Application No. WD/2025/1942/FR 
Application Type: Full - Retrospective 

Expiry date for comments: 5 November 2025 
Location: 

1 HIGH WEALD COTTAGES, CHELWOOD GATE ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, TN22 3HL 

Description: 

RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION TO REGULARISE WORKS UNDERTAKEN TO RESIDENTIAL DWELLING COMPRISING LINKED REAR EXTENSION AND GARAGE. 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2025/1942/FR
The Parish Council supports the application subject to neighbours representations. 

Application No. WD/2025/1943/FR 
Application Type: Full - Retrospective 

Expiry date for comments: 14 November 2025 
Location: 

2 HIGH WEALD COTTAGES, CHELWOOD GATE ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, TN22 3HL 

Description: 

RETROSPECTIVE APPLICATION TO REGULARISE WORKS UNDERTAKEN TO RESIDENTIAL DWELLING COMPRISING LINKED REAR EXTENSION AND GARAGE. 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2025/1943/FR
The Parish Council supports the application subject to neighbours representations. 

Duly ratified by the Parish Council.

New Applications received. 

None. 

WDC Decisions:

Approved 

Application No. WD/2025/1986/F 

SINGLE STORY EXTENSION TO DETACHED COTTAGE. TIMBER CLADDING TO EXISTING EXTENSION. 

KIDBOROUGH COTTAGE, FRESHFIELD LANE, DANEHILL, RH17 7HQ

Withdrawn 

Refused

95. Councillor Reports. 

Cllr Blake reported on river testing and current insurance requirements for volunteers. 
Cllr Martin reported on Chelwood Gate Hall activities. 

96. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

Items for reporting. 

Hedge cutting – Clerk to chase contractor.
For inclusion.

Car park resurfacing. 

97. Next meeting : 3rd December 2025. 

Meeting closed at 8:15pm
