DANEHILL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the Danehill Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 3rd September 2025 held at Chelwood Gate Hall at 7:30pm

Present:  Cllr N. Hogg (NH), Cllr C. Bowes-Crick (CBC), Cllr J Stott (JS), Cllr A. Ammon (AA), Cllr T. Martin (TM) and Cllr T. Blake (TB).
Absent: Cllr B. Coley (BC), Cllr L. Chessun (LC) and Cllr A. Ceschin (AS).
In attendance: Emma Fulham Clerk to Council. 

Members of Public:  No members of the public were in attendance. In attendance was District Cllr Coleman and County Cllr Galley. 
45. To accept apologies and reason for absence.
Cllr B. Coley (BC) and  Cllr L. Chessun (LC) – Apologies accepted. 
Cllr A. Ceschin (AS) – No apologies received. 

46. To receive Declarations of pecuniary and declarable Interests from members in respect of any matter on the agenda.
The Chair reminded Cllrs to declare when necessary.
47. To receive reports from District and County Councillors.

County Report – Cllr Galley’s report had been circulated prior to the meeting. He reported on a motion from the Green Party to postpone the local government reorganisation. He reported on the recent fatality on the Crowborough Road. He also reported on the possible resurfacing of the road near Pippingford and near Sheffield Green. Both sites were areas of speed concern, the latter was not in the Parish and the Parish Council had contributed to speed data collection.
Some frustrations were raised about the process to get blue badges or temporary blue badges. 

District Report – Cllr Coleman reported on the lack of benefit to being part of the priority programme for the local government reorganisation. WDC has gone into partnership with Sussex Wildlife Trust to support nature networks and tree planting within the District. Additional funding has been put into Ashdown Forest. Social procurement and policy programme was progressing saving money in procurement and aiding funding in local investment. WDC. The Council award programme was underway. Danehill Action Group were having a meeting on 11th September at 7:30pm at the Social Club talking about Project Ripple and WDC funding. 
48. To receive any questions from the public (Maximum 15 Minutes)

None. 
49. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 9th July 2024

Unanimously resolved and signed by the Chair of the meeting.

Item 42 should be amended to Southern Water not South East Water. 
50. Matters Arising.

None. 

51. Correspondence. 
(i) List 
The list had been circulated.

The correspondence from the Speedwatch was noted and the volunteers thanked. 

The Clerk reported on the lack of communication from PKF Littlejohn (external auditors). 

The Clerk reported on the WDC conference – Cllr Hogg would attend for DPC.
52. Finance 
(i)To accept account summary 2025/26
Unanimously resolved
(ii)To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule
Unanimously resolved. List totals £12925.26.
The Clerk reported the new date of the Finance meeting for 22nd October at 10am with the SLR meeting to follow at 11am. 
53. To receive an update on insurance claim. 
The court date was set for 6th February 2026. 

The Clerk would attend as requested. 

54. To receive an update on tennis courts.
The Clerk was currently getting quotes for the surface and fence replacement and would report back in due course. 

The idea of a new court was not supported at the current time and the Council would consider refurbishment of the current courts when quotes were applicable. 

55.  To consider re-surfacing the path in the memorial garden.   
Cllr Bowes – Cricks reported on various issues within the memorial garden. 

The path – This was professionally laid and the Council felt a professional de-weeding would be preferable to tarmacking the path – The Clerk would action this. 

56. To consider requesting permission to strim the grass edge of the track (Forest owned.)
Previous requests had been declined so the Council resolved to not continue with this request. 


57. To consider policy on Memorial plaques on existing posts.
The Clerk would circulate the current policy. 


58. To consider a possible increase in number of memorial benches (3 more)
Benches – More would be welcome – The Clerk reported there were no current limits on benches within the garden. The Clerk would circulate the policy. 

59. To consider lighting options for Danehill.
Cllr Ceschin was not present and the item was deferred. 

Cllrs Hogg and Blake agreed to look into alternatives to progress this. 


60. To consider memorial hall update and associated costs and plans. 


Cllr Hogg provided an update on the reduced number of trustees and the current stage of the transfer. 

61. To receive update on emergency plan. 


All the information had been input and now just needed to be tidies up into a more user friendly format for instruction. The helpers contact details also needed checking before finalising it. 

62. To ratify planning decisions and review any recently received planning applications. (For all planning information and recent applications sign up for WDC alerts or visit WDC website) 
Application No. 
WD/2025/1302/FR 
Application Type: 

Full - Retrospective 

Location: 

HEAVEN FARM, LEWES ROAD, DANEHILL, TN22 3RG 

Description: 

PART RETROSPECTIVE ERECTION OF HAY BARN AND ASSOCIATED HARDSTANDING ON FIELD TO SOUTH-EAST OF MAIN FARM BUILDINGS. 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2025/1302/FR
The original application was not sent to the Council for comment as it was submitted under a scheme for agricultural buildings.  Despite the original application being approved the Council find it difficult to understand why suddenly a new large barn is required to store 1300 bales of feed as presumably they are currently stored elsewhere. This is a large barn and the Council do not consider that the information provided demonstrates the need for such a large building.  The stated issue with limiting tractor and vehicle movements through the farm is not obviously related as management of Heaven Farm visitor attractions should always have been managed taking account of all Health & Safety requirements. The size and scale of such a large building is considered a stealth development with non-essential use within this commercial enterprise and should be refused.
Application No. 
WD/2024/2756/F 
Application Type: 

Full 

Location: 

PIPPINGFORD LIVERY, PIPPINGFORD PARK, NUTLEY, TN22 3HW 

Description: 

PROPOSED GROUND MOUNTED SOLAR PV PANELS 

Applicant: 

Pippingford Estate Company Ltd 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2024/2756/F
The Parish Council supports the application subject to neighbours’ representations. 
New Applications received. 

Application No. 
WD/2025/1986/F 
Application Type: 

Full 

Location: 

KIDBOROUGH COTTAGE, FRESHFIELD LANE, DANEHILL, RH17 7HQ 

Description: 

SINGLE STORY EXTENSION TO DETACHED COTTAGE 

Applicant: 

Ms Salinger 

Agent: 

LDM Architecture 

Link to documents on web: https://planning.wealden.gov.uk/Planning/Display/WD/2025/1986/F
The Parish Council objects to the application due to the scale and materials planned. 
WDC Decisions:

Approved 

Application No. WD/2025/1055/F 

DEMOLITION OF EXISTING GARAGE AND STORE. NEW TWO BAY GARAGE ONE AS SECURE STORE WITH HOME OFFICE IN ROOF VOID AND EXTERNAL ACCESS STAIRCASE. 

SLATE HOUSE, COACH LANE, DANEHILL


Application No. WD/2025/1171/F

PROPOSED GARDEN OFFICE 4.98M X 2.55M

MIDDLEHOUSE, STONE QUARRY ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LP

Application No. WD/2025/0938/A 

4 x NON-ILLUMINATED ADVERTISEMENTS 

CUMNOR HOUSE SCHOOL, LONDON ROAD, DANEHILL, RH17 7HT

Application No. WD/2024/1622/F 

THE PROVISION OF PRIVATE SAND SCHOOL FOR EXERCISING HORSES. 

LAND ADJACENT TO THE AGGONS, SOUTH EAST OF TANYARD LANE/COACH LANE JUNCTION, DANEHILL

Application No. WD/2025/0668/F 

NEW DISABLED PARKING AND ACCESS 

FERNDALE, TANYARD LANE, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LY

Application No. WD/2023/1246/F

CONVERSION OF A DISUSED BARN INTO A ONE-BEDROOM DWELLING

THE DAIRY, TANYARD FARM, TANYARD LANE, UCKFIELD , TN22 3RL
Withdrawn 

Application No. WD/2025/1127/FA 

VARIATION OF CONDITION 3 OF WD/2024/2485/F (CONSTRUCTION OF SINGLE STOREY PORCH EXTENSION, TO INCREASE SIZE OF TERRACE AND FENESTRATION ALTERATIONS.) ALTERATION OF PROPOSED EXTERNAL MATERIALS 

MARYS MEADOW, STONE QUARRY ROAD, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LP

Refused

Application No. WD/2025/1453/F

REPLACEMENT TWO STOREY SIDE EXTENSION AT THE NORTH END OF THE DWELLING, TO

INCLUDE BALCONY TO REAR AND SINGLE STOREY UTILITY TO THE SIDE. ALTERATIONS TO

FENESTRATION, REPLACEMENT OPEN SIDED OAK PORCH AND NEW EXTERNAL STAIRCASE

TO EXISTING ROOF TERRACE.

LAUREL COTTAGE, TANYARD LANE, CHELWOOD GATE, RH17 7LY
63. Councillor Reports. 
Cllr Martin reported on Wealdlink.

Cllr Blake reported on the Climate Group meeting next week and the priorities for the meeting. 

He also asked the Clerk to chase up the copper beach works. 

The Clerk was asked to get further quotes for the Lychgate map board. 
64. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

65. Next meeting : 8th October 2025 at 7:30pm.

Meeting closed at 8:40pm
