
DANEHILL PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the public session prior to the Danehill Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2022 held at Danehill Village Hall at 19.30.
Public Meeting
Present:  Cllrs R. Lewis (RL), N. Hogg (NH),) T. Blake (TB), J. Stott (JS) and CCllr R Galley, K Allenby (KA), R Wood (RW)
Absent:  Cllr T Martin (TM)
Emma Fulham Clerk to Council, Anita Emery Locum Clerk was present.       . 

Members of Public: 3
MOP - Wych Cross SID – PC Storey supportive – see matters arising.
Brian – Jubilee item 16.  Main package liability insurance covering all organising parties for Jubilee.  To save gaps in cover.  Quote for liability insurance £5m liability plus cancellation if organisers have to cancel whole event outside organiser control – non-appearance of prebooked, failure of supplier of goods, or any other cause beyond control…sum insured of £10k.  If Monarch deceased would not collect full £10k. Drone hire for event insurance cost £26 for £10m of cover.  £453 for full cover of liability and cancellation cover. Liability cover only £350.
County Report

Cllr Galley – Update 
Bin Strike continue to June 11th. Disparities in pay due to different employers.  Pay rates harmonised.  Refuse is being collected – recycling and garden waste wont be collected for some time.  Maresfield tip can be used.  Local Plan – hoping Queens Speech would be more hopeful.  No update to report.  Current leader of Wealden DC would stand down.  Cllr Anne Newton. 
 Cllr Galley has been frozen out of all committees as stood for leader but didn’t win.
Public Meeting closed 19.48

Minutes of the Danehill Parish Council Meeting held on Wednesday 18th May 2022 held at Danehill Village Hall at 19:30 (meeting commenced at 19.48)
Present:  Cllrs R. Lewis (RL), N. Hogg (NH),) T. Blake (TB), J. Stott (JS), T. Blake (TB) and CCllr R Galley, K Allenby (KA), R Wood (RW)
Absent: T Martin (TM)
Emma Fulham Clerk to Council and Anita Emery Locum Clerk was present.       
Members of the Public: 3
1. To elect Chairman for 2022/23.  Cllr Lewis has decided to stand down.
NH was proposed by TB and seconded by RL.  NH signed chair declaration of acceptance of office.
2. To elect Vice Chair for 2022/23 

TB proposed by RL seconded by KA.

3. To receive signed acceptance of office. Received.
4. To accept apologies and reason for absence.

TM (Away)

5. To receive Declarations of pecuniary and declarable Interests from members in respect of any matter on the agenda. None
6. To consider co-option to the Council. 
No co-option Clerk to advertise.  The Council agreed to use Jubilee celebration to recruit. 

7. To appoint to Committees and representatives to external bodies. 

(i) Planning  - TB, TM, KA, RW, JS
(ii) Finance TM,TB, JS, NH
(iii) SLR / Highways- TM?, NH
(iv) School / Youth- KA
(v) ESLAC - TB
(vi) WDALC - TB
(vii) Ashdown Forest - TM
(viii) Rights of way and Environment – TM, RW
(ix) Emergency Planning – KA 
(x) Community transport - TM
(xi) Parish Assets - NH
(xii) Burial Ground - NH
(xiii) Parish Charity – Outsource D Birchall
(xiv) Village halls representatives – JS x 2 halls
(xv) Newsletter and communications. – RW.  
RL and Neil Macleod have access to facebook account.  EF manages it.  KA to be added as admin.
8. To approve the following:

(i) Code of Conduct 

(ii) Standing Orders 

(iii) Financial Regulations

(iv) Policies 

a) Retention of documents 

b) Data protection 

c) Complaints 

d) Health and Safety

e) Email and internet 

f) Correspondence 

g) Pension discretion 

h) Grant Policy 

i) CCTV Policy 

j) Volunteer policy including trees and rights of way. 

Small change to FC and SO – unanimously approved .  EF recommended Council looks over policies at another meeting over a course of a few months. NH proposed TB seconded.
(v) Power of General Competence
Part 1 of the Localism Act 2011 applies a general power of competence to local authorities in England.

Section 1 (1) of the Act provides that “a local authority has power to do anything that individuals

generally may do”. The power extends to ‘eligible’ parish councils. Under the Parish Councils (General

Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012 (SI 2012/965), an ‘eligible’ parish council is

one in which at least two-thirds of the members have been elected (i.e. not co-opted), and in which the

clerk has completed one of a specified range of training courses.

Recommendations:-

(a) To confirm that Danehill Parish Council has a Clerk with a Certificate in Local Council

Administration including the General Power of Competence and that two thirds of the

Council has been elected.  Confirmed. Proposed TB seconded NH
(b). To adopt the Power of General Competence.  Unanimously adopted.
9. To Approve Minutes from Parish Council meeting held on 16th March 2022. 
 RL proposed, TB seconded. Chair signed to that effect.
10. Matters Arising.
Rec – insurance DPC owners of freehold– Clerk to inform insurance – done.

11. Correspondence.  – Cllr received list.  
One item received after published.  Commonwealth War Graves – notice – Council confirmed happy to have sign displaying CWG.

12. Finance 
(i) To ratify Finance Committee minutes ratified.
(ii) To approve amended budget 2022/23 proposed TB seconded NH
(iii) To accept internal audit report  - accepted
(iv) To accept bank reconciliation and final accounts 2021/22 - accepted
(v) To accept governance statements 2021/22 (AGAR) unanimously accepted - proposed TB seconded NH
(vi) To accept accounting statements 2021/22 (AGAR). Unanimously accepted -  proposed TB seconded NH
(vii) To accept account summary 2022/23 – accepted.
(viii) To approve expenditure as itemised on the schedule including regular Direct Debit and Standing Orders.  £58, 960.51 (inc wall and playground expenditure) - Unanimously approved.  Confirmed regular DD and SO for utilities. 
13. To receive an update on the memorial wall. – Almost finished being inspected for quality purposes.  Insurance continues to be chased.  Still waiting on Sussex Police for contact details on one of the drivers (data protection).  Will be reviewed by conservation officer shortly. 

14. To receive update on Cemetery project. Defer as not heard back from History society.

15. To receive an update on the jubilee celebration and agreed budget. KA – close to weekend – all in place Thursday childrens party, purchase tickets through website, eve live music and bbq, beacon. Fri in Danehill VH exhibition involves lots of societies, seniors afternoon tea, pianist, eve pop up bar, Sat – fete, eve jazz band, sun church celebration service, crown making for children and big jubilee picnic.  Initially costs for £4k, £140 for posters and advertising, asked for the insurance to be covered cost £500 inc drone and cancellation cover - NH proposed and seconded TB.  Skip for the whole weekend cost of £200.  £70 on Red Lion pub tree – tree guards £300, plaques £151 – total bill to DPC no more than £5500.  NH requested spreadsheet of expenditure. KA to action.  EF requested a RA urgently to send off to insurers.
Cllr Galley left the meeting 20.46
16. To consider playground update and to note playpark inspection and any actions. – playpark distributed nothing to report.  Deposit for playground update has been paid and due to be completed by the summer holidays.

17. To consider rights of way group and air ambulance grant.  AA £250, RWG £250. Unanimously approved. Agreed to advertise grants issued. Considered and approved at finance meeting.

18. To consider licence and pole for SID at Wych Cross and consider expenditure – This was raised during the Public meeting – Speeding at Wych Cross SIDs at crossroads.  Issue with person maintaining and putting them around area.  Cost to putting SID location on the list – budget not available at the moment.  
The Council also need a new representative to maintain and move SID’s. 
 A site survey and permit required for any new site. Clerk to contact ESCC to find if a new speed survey is needed, Clerk to speak to Ian Johnson to confirm costs and if they would consider location. Clerk meeting PCSO to discuss speeding. 
DPC sympathetic to needs and will go through the process with Highways.  RL noted DPC took on SID’s to gather information to provide to ESCC Highways. Valuable tool and do have a marginal effect – not a primary device that will slow traffic down.
19. To nominate a PC Cllr to take on current SID responsibility. – KA to speak to a parent who may be able to help. Defer – Clerk to speak to Neil Macleod re handover. 
20. To discuss Cyber Security risks and mitigation. – RL asked if there is a package that an external company can be recruited.  Clerk to obtain a quote.  Cyber Security would be a concern if laptop is hacked but laptop has double encryption and majority of papers are published to website.  Email and Internet policy to be reviewed. Clerk to action.

21. To consider quarterly maintenance of tennis courts and to consider expenditure. – EF confirmed £2k in budget – Bourne the contractor advised that what it costs to maintain.  RL reported the council need to consider going forward put away reserves as work will be required in the few years on fence and courts to replace. 
22. To discuss speed watch and consider gates – Defer till after SLR with Ian Johnson.
23. To ratify planning decisions and review any recently received planning applications. (For all planning information and recent applications sign up for WDC alerts or visit WDC website) 
None. 


24. Councillor Reports. 

TB reported on a meeting re Butchers Barn footpath – Mount Noddy Church lane – comes out on Freshfield Lane.  Over 20 people at meeting who were unhappy about landowner.  Footpath had been fenced and moved to an area that they couldn’t walk along.  ESCC have been contacted and a meeting is taking place – view was footpath moved but not to the extent that had been indicated – made wider. ESCC to progress. 
RW – Chelwood Gate VH forthcoming programme – end of September MacMillan Coffee morning.  Jumble sale in October.  December Xmas tree lighting and carol singing. 
Newsletter with printers will be distributed next week.  
Village market this Saturday.  
RL – Hedge in memorial garden Chelwood Gate – stripped back to beech hedge – not all survived – think about to replant?  Consider for next agenda item.  EF to action.
25. Items for Reporting or Inclusion in Future Agendas.

None

26. Next meeting : 15th June 2022 at 7:30pm. At Chelwood Gate VH.
Meeting closed: 21.12

