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Issues re crime and calls for action from the Parish Council.

Background
Complaints over theft, vandalism and general crime have increased recently both directed to the Parish Council asking for action and also on social media.
Letters have been sent to the Council asking for action. It is an agenda item for September. 
What can be done?
Without revisiting the employment of a DHPC community warden idea from the previous council the Parish Council has limited authority to get involved in policing matters. 
As a rural traditionally low crime area it is perhaps a low priority for the Police unless they are made aware of a problem.
The Clerk has notified Sussex Police of the concerns. They have advised ALL matters for concern must be submitted either via the Police website or 101 so a picture of concern is created which would lead to increased policing in the area as without reports the police are unaware of any concerning behaviour and a need for a police presence. 
The Council can in its role publicise this and can also lobby Sussex Police for more presence in the area and ask police and pcsos to become involved in local events- The Clerk has already been in touch with a PCSO to attend community café etc to help highlight crime preventions, scams etc. 
The Council could consider a share in a warden or a loan a warden scheme (Uckfield) for minimal costs to have a uniformed person for targeted community work once a month or as agreed. 
The Council has already agreed to pay for ‘We are Watching You’ house stickers – awaiting printing. 
The Council can encourage neighbourhood watch schemes and social media accounts to keep people aware. 
The Council can support the good neighbour scheme to help the more vulnerable members of the Parish. 
The Parish Council meeting in September and will need to discuss recent concerns and agree a course of action. 
